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WecTon rojl NOAPAJ 1A cesepe,
y NoAHO#UA TOpH Kapnen-Xurun
(Henoaanery 01 neperpectrad lo-
Nann) NPORONICH 3ahin, Nocen-
LLCHHEAA 1AM TA Y08, DaBne D
HORNAZ, PASNNIHLIE BOCHILZ OO
pauuars u Goems « TONEHORCHARA
Wapanns Exetogine iy e R LTE
ANt 2-0a0AA 2311y 1W14- (<
ST BOMIGE-JIPY 101 ) NPGHODJAT
ATO IACPONPUSTAC, HTOOLE I P
OO T Bl APYICKOn 0f-
LWL 1 G Tanopneme w Hesonic-
HOG T CHpanng

Mpur natas uporyin - o0
CTREHHOGTH TIPS PG TAR B0
PONPUH MK, - PYKOBOANTEAL TNy

r‘:""'.(‘

0 waaop npocrta <buw-
punt 2a- ot xa-ipy ums, Gpu-
FOAMN TO0epan anaci Amine
Aot crirsan < Jon aabor - aanb
CAMITA LA RSN, 1
LA OMLA, TN 1ePOIMA, aro
NOAMOAHDETE HHO ll(l[l‘"'|l"l¥l!-
Hauly Crse to BCOMK A UTEIIMA
Wapaim, mnmimse co-Crpinon,
D10 CAMBOI IEARMIOTO YRR
MCAJLY TP IMIA HiLeR 001Le W
CIPIAH

Cnoprapion MONONPAA TG
pemodaet i CelOn anhne no any
papipy s - i S 10, neyo
AOJLDY 1 A4 VAW BOIOCANE LN
3Lt 25 kA Bonunins Macth

BECTH

MAPLINYTA NPOXO/IUT B Necy Nlasu,
[ CCTL Bee yAnhCTEd AN yHAcT-
HWKOB W 3puTenen (Boja, Tyane-
Tht), €CTL Tdrxe Hebonuwon aw-
dmrearp w o60pYAOBAHHAA 30K3
OT/It%.

Kar 1 8 npeauayme roasd,
OXMAAETCH, MTO B CODLTHN BMECTR
C CEMLSIMI NARIIMX BOUMHOB NPA-
MYD YHACTIE BLICOKUR [I0NKHOCT:
HLHE NALLD, NPeACTARNNKLLE 060'
POHHOC  BOAIOMCTRO, NPABTeNb.
10, Noauuuo, MAJIA, xoHesHo,
BOOHHOCNYA#IUNE, KK OTCTIBHE,
Tax ¥ ACACTOYOme

Mo onNwy NPOWNLIX NET MDX-
HO OXW1OTH MACCOBOIO HannNuBd
NyOnMKM, KONWIECTHO  3PUTENe,
YOy OXVATCTCSH, JIOCTUIHOT Jlecsr-
KOI THRICHY “HeNoues 31)“!['"" yon-
JUIT Loee pasiooDRany kyne-
TYPHYIO TIPOTPARMY (D10 TY7I0 s
APTNCTON, 1A, NecH), i eue
CMOTYT OTBOAATL TPRAARLOHE
OMOAY, KOTOPLIMKI TaK CHABMTCH
NPYICKIN Ky X

Mocne 3aberop - UepeMorm
Harpir e noHEANTONEN W bpy-
denme kyhros,

Meponpusitue  COCTOWTCR
2 nonbpn (B narTHnuy), Ha ne-
pexpectke Fonanwwm, y noawo-
wun Kapuen-Xvtun, navano - 8

5.30.

Ha chumee:
YUOCTHMEN MEMOPHDNLHOIO MAPWA

Barte o) ) anaragren
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B HuxHen Fanunee nponger
exerogHbii MapLs naMsaTU BOUHOB-

Apy30B

3a wecTb NeT 3T0 MEMOPHUanbHOE COPTUBHOE COPERHOBaHHe
npeepaTunock B H0NbLIOH NPa3AHUK APY3CKOW KyNETYpPbl

Csernatna Kpactosa | OnyGnwkosano; 01.11.18, 09:01 ooe

YH4aCTHUKH MEMOPUANEHOIO M3apLWa “MamAti nouos-npym". ®ovo: Twnaa
Kaganepuuk

2 HosBps, B 5.30, y nogHokuA ropel KapHen-Xutu+ (Henoganexy ot
nepekpecTka Monanu) CTapTyeT TPAAULIMOHHLIA 3aBer, NOCBALLEHHbIA NaMATH
ApYy30B, NABLUMX B BOWHAX, CNeLonepaumrax # GoecTonkHoEeHAX Mapauns.
370 MEpPONPUSTHE BOT YKE LUECTON rog NPOBOAKT amyTa "SHULWBMNL Xa-BaHnm
xa-apysum" ("Mamati BouHOB-3pysos”), 4ToOb! ewle pas oDosHauMTL BKNaA
Apysckoit 0BwuHbl B 6830NaCHOCTb CTPaHbI.

MpUrnawas Wepoxyx obLIECTEEHHOCTL MPUHATL YYaCcTHE B
MEDONPUATHK, MHULMATOP NpoekTa "B Xa-0anum xa-apysum”,
Gpuragkbiit reHepan sanaca AMans Acaj ckasan: "37oT saber - gaHb namATH
HALMM MANBSUKaN, HALWKM BOMHAM, HALWM repOsM, 3TO BOSMOXHOCTb BHOBb
NOAYEPKHYTE HALY CBA3b CO BCEMM KUTENAMU WSPanna. eauHEHns co
CTPaHOW, 3TO CHMBON B3AUMHOIO YBAKEHNA MEXKIY PaXaHaMu Halen
obwyei cTpaxb”

YHacTHUKH MEMOPUANEHOTO Mapla "MamAti aouuoa-npysoa" ®oto: Mwnag

Kaeanepuux

CnopTHBHOE MEpONPUATUE BKNKOYaeT 3ader no 4ByMm MapwpyTam -Ha Su 10
KM. MEWYK xoabBy Ha 4 K 1 BENOCHNEAHLIN 3334 Ha 25 kM. Bonblwas YacTs
MapLIpyTa NpoXoauT & necy [1aeu, rae ecTb Ece YA05CTEA ANR Y4ACTHUKOS U
3puTenedt (B0a, TYaneTh:); €CTb Takxe HEGONbLIOW aMMDUTEATD U
050pyJ0EaHHAR 30Ha OTAbIXA.

Kak v & npeablayiimne roas!, B COGLITHI BMECTE C CEMbRMM NABLUMX BOMHOB
NPHMYT YYaCTHE BbICOKME AOMKHOCTHLIE NKUA, NPeacTaBnsoLue 0GopoHHoe
BEAOMCTBO0, NPaBUTENLCTEO, nonnumi, MAJA. a Tarke BOSHHOCHYaLwme, KaK
OTCTaBHbIE, TAK M AEWCTBYIOWME.

3puTenu yBUAST Takke PasHooOpasHYIO KyNbTYPHYIO Nporpammy
(BBICTYNNEHNS APTUCTOB, TaKLbl, NECHM), A ELUe CMOryT 0TBedaTh
TPaauLMoHHbiE GNI0Aa, KOTOPLIMM TaK CNABUTCR APY3CKAR KYXHS

Mocne 3aberoe - LEPEMOHNA HArpaxkaeHns NoSEANTENEN W BPYYEHME KyGKOB.

1.11.18 — 'voI "NX
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Fallen Israeli Druze Soldiers Honored; Demand Nation-

State Amendment (with VIDEO)

By Maya Margit | The Media Line
November 5, 2018

Runners take off at the Druze Sons' Trail race event, held near the
Horns of Hattin in northern Israel. (Maya Margit)

Jewish Israelis and Druze unite at memorial event, with many calling on the Israeli|
government to change its controversial legislation

For the past six years, thousands of Jewish Israelis and members of the Druze community have
come together to participate in a unique memorial for Druze soldiers who died while serving in the
Israeli Defense Forces. But this year was different.

The event, which took place near the Horns of Hattin in the Lower Galilee, comes at a particularly
sensitive time in Druze-Israeli relations.
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Many in the Druze community are furious with the government over passage of the controversial

Nation-State Law that declares the right to self-determination in Israel to be exclusive to the Jewish
people.

Critics argue that while Israel's 1948 Declaration of Independence “ensures complete equality of
social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex,” the Nation-State
Law does not. Many in the Druze community therefore view it as discriminatory for not protecting
equality for all citizens. In protest, they have launched petitions against it in the Supreme Court.
Other religious minorities in the country, like Christians and Israeli Arabs, have protested against the
law as well.

Established in 2012, the Druze Sons’ Trail project honors the memories of 427 Druze soldiers who
lost their lives since the founding of the state through an annual race in which participants choose
from consecutive events: a 25-kilometer bicycle race; 5- and 10-kilometer runs; and a 3-kilometer
march along a hiking trail that passes through several Druze villages in northern Israel.

Participants and onlookers gather at the closing ceremony tent following the end of al/

the races at the Horns of Hattin in Northern Israel. (Maya Margit)

5.11.18 - 2 Themedialine
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Israel overall,” Brig.-Gen. (res.) Amal Asad, Director of the Druze Sons’ Trail Association and the

H'g] -"H? nHBII-" initiator of the race, told The Media Line.

“Through this sporting event and under the same sky, we connect to this land. We bike, run and
march and enjoy the lovely views, and embrace one another. It's a day of love,” Asad added.

The world Druze population is estimated to number roughly one million people, of which 140,000
reside in Israel and the majority live in Syria and Lebanon. The Druze revere Jethro of Midian, the
father-in-law of Moses, and have their own unique monotheistic Abrahamic religion that is separate
from Islam. Jethro's believed resting place, the Tomb of Nebi Shu'eib, is located near the Horns of
Hattin, the site of the memorial event.

Unlike other minorities in Israel, male members of the Druze community must enlist in the military
at the age of 18, like their Jewish-Israeli peers. Asad, who served in the Israeli army for 26 years, has
worked tirelessly to promote the integration of Druze youth into Israeli society. In 1998, he was
promoted to brigadier-general, becoming one of the first Druze officers to reach the elite rank.

Runners take off at the Druze Sons’ Trail race event, held near the Horns of Hattin in

northern Israel. (Maya Margit)

As thousands gathered to take part in the day's events, with some wearing military fatigues and
others proudly sporting their army unit’s insignia, Asad emphasized the high rate of Druze
enlistment, which currently stands at around 83 percent for its men.

“Our presence in the IDF is a very significant and essential thing. It's very important to the army and
to us,” he asserted. “The recruitment rate of Druze soldiers serving in the army is among the highest
in Israel—higher than the same rate in the Jewish sector.”

Bereaved families as well as those who had been injured during their service were in attendance, in
addition to a wide range of army and police representatives. Faiz Ra'ed, 57, was severely wounded
during a basic training session in 1981. He lost his eyesight, right arm and part of his left hand, as
well as his legs after a projectile exploded.

“I am happy that the people of Israel appreciate the Druze community's sacrifice,” Ra'ed remarked to
The Media Line. “To see the nation of Israel together like this, and witness the amazing integration of
the Druze people with the Jewish people—especially with all the complicated things happening in the
background—is strong and nothing will change that.”

“I lost my brother recently,” Halal Bin Salman, a member of the Druze community who participated
in the run, told The Media Line. “He was a fighter in the [now disbanded all-Druze] IDF Sword
Battalion and was injured during his service. A month ago he passed away from his injuries.

5.11.18 - 3 Themedialine
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Dr. Maj.-Gen. (res.) Yom-Tov Samia, former head of the IDF Southern Command
(center) addresses participants alongside Brig.-Gen. (res.) Amal Asad, Director of the
Druze Sons’ Trail Association (R). (Maya Margit)

“This race is very important in my view. It's something that can help us keep the memory of our
fallen alive,” Bin Salman added.

Though the message of unity was one repeated throughout the day—by both organizers and
participants—it seemed that the Nation-State Law was never far from people’s minds. Asad himself
has been an outspoken critic of the bill, writing several months ago in a highly-publicized Facebook
post that the law could transform Israel into “an apartheid state.”

“We are all one nation,” Asad declared to The Media Line ahead of the first race. “We are all Israelis.
It's also important that politicians understand this and not push legislation that hurts part of the
population.”

e 197N — -

People run in the Druze Sons’ Trail race. (Maya Margit)

Dr. Maj.-Gen. (res.) Yom-Tov Samia, former head of the IDF Southern Command, emphasized the
importance of changing the law as well.

“l lost a lot of Druze friends, one of them was like a brother to me—Colonel Nabi Merey,” Samia
recounted to The Media Line. “He was killed in Gaza in 1996.

5.11.18 - 4 Themedialine
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“The [Nation-State law] is a good law; I'm not against it,” he continued. “There is simply one point
missing there: equality between civilians in Israel.”

During the event’s closing ceremony, Sheikh Moafaq Tarif, the spiritual leader of the Israel’s Druze
community, addressed the government directly, calling on Israeli leaders to amend the law.

“We love the state of Israel and are proud of our connection to the Jewish people as a whole,” Tarif
told the crowd from the stage. “We are proud to have the right to serve in the IDF and security
services. The covenant between the Druze and the Jews is strong and solid.”

Meanwhile, in a filmed address to attendees, Israeli President Reuven Rivlin also attempted to
assuage Druze anger over the legislation, without referring to the law directly.

“You are flesh of our flesh, an integral part of the state of Israel and there isn't, and won't be
someone who can separate us,” Rivlin said. “Israel is the national home of the Jewish people who
returned to their land after 2,000 years of exile. However, Israel will also always be the state and
homeland of the Druze community.”

Druze community leaders delivered a similarly promising message to attendees, saying they remain
hopeful that ties with Israel will continue to be strong, despite the ongoing political disputes over the
law.

“This event will continue to exist,” Asad affirmed. “We will continue to be one nation; we will continue
to serve in the IDF, and build this country and defend it. We are not against the Nation-State Law, we
simply want to be included in it. We cannot be outside this law.”
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FALLEN DRUZE SOLDIERS HONORED WITH
IDF RACE

PHOTOS: “In the Path of the Druze Soldiers” Race: Thousands of runners and
cyclists, families of fallen heroes, and active-duty IDF soldiers participated in the
Nov. 2 race. Photos by Rabia Basha; Photos courtesy of FIDF.

For the sixth year, a commemorative race honored the memories of Druze

soldiers who have died while serving in the Israeli Defense Forces.

Israel’s Druze population numbers about 130,000 and most Druze proudly

serve in the IDF and security forces. But this vear’s race came during a

particularly sensitive time in Druze-Israeli relations.

According to an article in th

g, many in the Druze community are furious with the government over passage of the

controversial Nation-State Law that declares the right to self-determination in Israel to be exclusive to the Jewish people.

When the law passed in July, the Druze were the first group to file a petition against the Nation-State Law in Israel’s Supreme Court.

The race was an opportunity to try and heal some of the tensions.

5.11.18 —Jewish life
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“The goal of this event is to connect the religious to the secular, Jews

to the Druze, and the people of Israel overall,” Brig.-Gen. (res.) Amal ‘n ) U_“. T p———————

Asad, Director of the Druze Sons’ Trail Association and the initiator of = 3
1 0.. -

the race, told The Media Line. “Through this sporting event and under
the same sky, we connect to this land. We bike, run and march and

enjoy the lovely views, and embrace one another. It’s a day of love.”

Established in 2012, the Druze Sons’ Trail project honors the
memories of Druze soldiers who lost their lives since the founding of
the state through an annual race in which participants choose from
three simultaneous events: a 25-kilometer bicycle race; 5- and 10-
kilometer runs; and a 3-kilometer march along a hiking trail that

passes through several Druze villages in northern Israel. The project is

intended to bring to public attention the contribution of the Druze
Community to Israeli society, their ancient traditions and alliance

forged with the State of Israel and the Jewish people.

Friends of the Israel Defense Forces sponsored a portion of the cost for

Israel Defense Forces soldiers to run and bike in the Nov. 2 race in memory of the IDF’s fallen Druze soldiers. FIDF was established in
1981 by a group of Holocaust survivors nonprofit organization with the mission of offering educational, cultural, recreational and social
programs and facilities that provide hope, purpose and life-changing support for the soldiers who protect Israel and Jews

worldwide. Today, FIDF has more than 150,000 loyal supporters, and 20 chapters throughout the United States and Panama.

Thousands of runners and cyclists, families of fallen heroes, and active-duty IDF soldiers participated in the race. The sixth annual race,
which extended through 18 Druze villages in the lower Galilee, was dedicated to the memory of the 427 Druze soldiers who have lost

their lives fighting in Israel’s wars and military operations.

Distinguished guests at the race’s ceremony included Israel Police Commissioner Roni Alsheich; Shaykh Muwaffak Tarif, the spiritual
leader of the Druze community in Israel; Israel Border Police Commander Maj. Gen. Yaakov (Kobi) Shabtai; Head of the Lower
Galilee Regional Council Moti Dotan; FIDF Executive Director in Israel Brig. Gen. (Res.) Effi Idan; and Chairman of the Jewish National

Fund Danny Atar.

5.11.18 — 2 Jewish life
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Room for the

Druze in the na-
tion-state?

Jewish Israelis and Druze
unite at memorial event,
with many calling on the
Israeli government to
change its controversial
legislation

+4 more

Line

For the past six years, thou-
sands of Jewish Israelis and
members of the Druze commu-
nity have come together to par-
ticipate in a unique memorial

for Druze soldiers who died
while serving in the Israel De-
fense Forces. But this year was
different.

The event, which took place
near the Horns of Hattin in the
Lower Galilee, comes at a par-
ticularly sensitive time in
Druze-Israeli relations.

Many in the Druze community
are furious with the government
over passage of the controver-
sial Nation-State Law that de-
clares the right to self-determi-
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, which
some before the War of Independence.

Critics argue that while Israel’s
1948 Declaration of Indepen-
dence “ensures complete equal-

9.11.18 —Jerusalem post

ates Israeli Druze soldiers killed in action -

ity of social and political rights
to all its inhabitants irrespective
of religion, race or sex,” the
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Nation-State Law does not.
Many in the Druze community
therefore view it as discrimina-
tory for not protecting equality
for all citizens. In protest, they
have launched petitions against
it in the Supreme Court. Other
religious minorities in the
country, in particular Christians
and Israeli Arabs, have
protested against the law as
well.

Established in 2012 to honor the
memories of 427 Druze soldiers
who lost their lives since the
founding of the state, the Druze
Sons’ Trail project features an
annual race in which partici-
pants choose from consecutive
events: a 25-kilometer bicycle
race; five- and 10-kilometer
runs; and a three-kilometer
march along a hiking trail that
passes through several Druze
villages in northern Israel.

Related Stories

‘Blood Brothers'”: Israel-Druze’s story to be continued

The Daily News Egypt 6 Nov 2018

Portraits of the Druze

The Jerusalem Post Magazine 9 Nov 2018

RELIGION Christian Leaders Seek Repeal of Israel’s

Jewish Nation Law
Fiji Sun 6 Nov 2018

“The goal of this event is to
connect the religious to the sec-
ular, Jews to the Druze, and the
people of Israel overall,” Brig.-
Gen. (res.) Amal Asad, Director
of the Druze Sons’ Trail Associ-
ation and the initiator of the
race, told The Media Line.

“Through this sporting event
and under the same sky, we

connect to this land. We bike,
run and march, enjoy the lovely
views and embrace one another.
It’s a day of love,” Asad added.

The world Druze population is
estimated to number roughly
one million, of whom 140,000
reside in Israel and the majority
live in Syria and Lebanon. The
Druze revere Jethro of Midian,

the father-in-law of Moses, and
have their own unique
monotheistic Abrahamic reli-
gion that is separate from Islam.
Jethro’s believed resting place,
the Tomb of Nebi Shu’eib, is lo-
cated near the Horns of Hattin,
the site of the memorial event.

Unlike other minorities in Is-
rael, male members of the
Druze community must enlist in
the military at the age of 18, like
their Jewish-Israeli peers. Asad,
who served in the IDF for 26
years, has

Worked tirelessly to promote
the integration of Druze youth
into Israeli society. In 1998, he
was promoted to brigadier-
general, becoming one of the
first Druze officers to reach the
elite rank.

As thousands gathered to take
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RUNNERS TAKE off at the Druze Sons’ Trail race event, held near the Horns of
Hattin in the North.

part in the day’s events, with
some wearing military fatigues
and others proudly sporting
their army unit’s insignia, Asad
emphasized the high rate of
Druze enlistment, which cur-
rently stands at around 83% for

its men.

“Our presence in the IDFis a
very significant and essential
thing. It’s very important to the
army and to us,” he asserted.
“The recruitment rate of Druze

soldiers serving in the army is
among the highest in Israel —
higher than the rate in the
Jewish sector.”

Bereaved families, as well as
those who had been injured
during their service, were in at-
tendance, in addition to a wide
range of army and police repre-
sentatives. Faiz Ra’ed, 57, was
severely wounded during a basic
training session in 1981. He lost
his eyesight, right arm and part
of his left hand, as well as his
legs, after a projectile exploded.

“I am happy that the people of
Israel appreciate the Druze
community’s sacrifice,” Ra’ed
remarked to The Media Line.
“To see the nation of Israel to-
gether like this, and witness the
amazing integration of the
Druze people with the Jewish
people — especially with all the

IEJERUSALEM POST

FOF &7

ik RE ﬁ}.ﬁ i \ '

DI b:):zh Linpsn

MAJ.-GEN. (RES.) YOM-TOV SAMIA, former head of the IDF Southern Command
(center) addresses participants alongside Brig.-Gen. (res.) Amal Asad, director of
the Druze Sons’ Trail Association (right).

complicated things happening
in the background - is strong
and nothing will change that.”

“Ilost my brother recently,”
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Halal Bin Salman, a member of
the Druze community who par-
ticipated in the run, told The
Media Line. “He was a fighter in
the [now disbanded all-Druze]
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IDF Sword Battalion and was
injured during his service. A
month ago he passed away from
his injuries.

“This race is very important in
my view. It’s something that
can help us keep the memory of
our fallen alive,” Bin Salman
added.

Though the message of unity
was one repeated throughout
the day — by both organizers
and participants — it seemed
that the Nation-State Law was
never far from people’s minds.
Asad himself has been an out-
spoken critic of the bill, writing
several months ago in a highly-
publicized Facebook post that
the law could transform Israel
into “an apartheid state.”

“We are all one nation,” Asad
declared to The Media Line

CYCLISTS HIT the path.

ahead of the first race. “We are
all Israelis. It’s also important
that politicians understand this
and not push legislation that
hurts part of the population.”

Maj.-Gen. (res.) Yom-Tov
Samia, former head of the IDF
Southern Command, empha-
sized the importance of chang-
ing the law as well.

“Ilost a lot of Druze friends,
one of them was like a brother
to me — Col. Nabi Merey,”

Samia recounted to The Media
Line. “He was killed in Gaza in
1996.

“The [Nation-State Law] is a
good law; I’m not against it,” he
continued. “There is simply one
point missing there: equality
between civilians in Israel.”

During the event’s closing cere-
mony, Sheikh Moafaq Tarif, the
spiritual leader of the Israel’s
Druze community, addressed
the government directly, calling
on Israeli leaders to amend the
law.

“We love the State of Israel and
are proud of our connection to
the Jewish people as a whole,”
Tarif told the crowd from the
stage. “We are proud to have the
right to serve in the IDF and se-
curity services. The covenant
between the Druze and the Jews
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DRUZE TOGETHER with others wave

both Druze and Israeli flags, taking

part in a rally to protest the Jewish

Nation-State Law in Tel Aviv's Rabin
Square on August 4.

is strong and solid.”

Meanwhile, in a filmed address
to attendees, President Reuven
Rivlin also attempted to assuage
Druze anger over the legisla-
tion, without referring to the
law directly.

“You are flesh of our flesh, an
integral part of the state of Is-
rael and there isn’t, and won’t
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be someone who can separate
us,” Rivlin said. “Israel is the
national home of the Jewish
people who returned to their
land after 2,000 years of exile.
However, Israel will also always
be the state and homeland of
the Druze community.”

Druze community leaders deliv-
ered a similarly promising mes-
sage to attendees, saying they
remain hopeful that ties with
Israel will continue to be strong,
despite the ongoing political
disputes over the law.

“This event will continue to ex-
ist,” Asad affirmed. “We will
continue to be one nation; we
will continue to serve in the IDF,
and build this country and de-
fend it. We are not against the
Nation-State Law; we simply
want to be included in it. We
cannot be outside this law.” m



